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Presidents Report 
 
 

 

 

 
 

The Sandown exhibition has been and gone, and a very successful one it was from our 

perspective! 

 
Thanks must go to David who was there every day, Hughie who attended much of the time, and 

particularly Richard who set up a wonderful display of the VR signaling system.  This drew 

much interest from those who are interested in signaling, as well as the public.  The vice 

president of the Steam Locomotive Society, of which I am a member, spent much time talking to 

Richard, and he has requested a copy of the display as we are in the process of upgrading the 

signals at that club. 

 

Richard has also put together very comprehensive plan to review the industries and rolling stock 

on our layout, and develop a suitable time table.  Scenery improvements are also to be made to 

eliminate the bare look of parts of the layout. 

 

So, things are happening.  All we need is more of the members to become involved and use their 

talents (or learn new ones!) and we will get the work done in no time. 

 

 

Happy modeling, 

 

Warwick Brisbane 

President 
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What’s Happening 
 

 

Sandown 
 
The Sandown exhibition was held on the 10th to 12th March, and once again we took along our 
exhibition layout to display our signaling system.  We also put together some more of the Railmotor 
Models hoppers for the main layout. 
 
The display generated a good level of interest from the public, and we were quite busy at times 
explaining how our layout is signaled.  Richard Stephens brought along an easel with some signaling 
diagrams, and plenty of paper on which he could explain in detail how signaling works as trains move 
along the track.  This was fantastic, as we were able to move people who had lengthy queries away 
from the layout, and so let more people in, and Richard was able to give an authoritative answer to 
their questions.  Many thanks are due to Richard for this initiative. 
 
Thanks to all whom helped with the transport and manning of the exhibition over the three days – it is 
a long time, and your help is much appreciated. 
 

Industries and Freight Facilities on the layout  
 
Over the past few months, Richard Stephens has spent considerable time reviewing the industries we 
have on the layout with a view to making our operations closer to a full size railway with logical train 
movements.  He prepared a detailed design document outlining the reasons for determining that the 
layout should be based in Victoria, with corresponding goods movements based on actual movements 
over the chosen time frame.  This has been approved by the committee. 
 
Richard has prepared a summary of the backstory for the layout and the proposed industries, and this 
is included in this Callboard.  Please read it carefully and provide any comments to the committee. 
 
The next step will be to make the changes to the layout required by the proposal.  These are minor, 
and involve in part adding some goods sheds, and re-titling some structures (e.g. the coal mine 
becomes a briquette factory).  Two sidings need to be shortened, but there is no other alteration to the 
track work. 
 
A new timetable will then be prepared to make use of the revised facilities. 
 

Way and Works – Scenery strategy 
 
Concurrent with the above will be a strategy to progress the scenery on the layout with a view to 
completing it and so make the layout a lot more attractive to look at for ourselves and visitors. 
 
A scenery brief will be written for each station describing the location, era and facilities at that station.  
A call for members to take ownership of a station will be made, and so far, we have the following 
volunteers:  
 
Glen Evans – Richard Stephens 
St Aubyns – Darren Capon 
Robinvale – Ben Smith 
Backboards – Ian Cole will tidy them up and make them ready for decoration. 
 
The member will then write a scenery proposal for their station describing what work will be done, and 
this will be submitted to the committee for approval, thus ensuring consistency across the layout.  
Once approved, the member (with assistance from others if needed) will carry out the work with the 
committee monitoring progress. 
 
This sounds daunting, but a sample brief will be written and available to all members for guidance. 
 
We can’t get this done without your help, so please put your hand up and we can get the layout 
finished at last. 
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Rolling stock rationalization 
 
At the March work nights, we reviewed the club’s rolling stock as part of the process to make the 
layout more Victorian in appearance and operation.  There were a number of steps in this: 
 

1. The Victorian rolling stock given to the club on long term loan by Bill Fock was placed on the 
layout.   
 

2. Most of the Continental and American rolling stock was removed from the layout.  Many of the 
freight trains we run were a mish-mash of styles which was quite un-prototypical, so this will 
lead to more realistic running. 
 

3. The Continental and American rocking stock on the layout was reviewed, together with other 
rolling stock which has been in storage and is not up to scratch.  Some is being retained, and 
the committee has approved a recommendation that the rest be disposed of to free up funds 
for the acquisition of more Australian rolling stock. 
 

4. The American locomotives were also reviewed, and the committee has approved a 
recommendation to dispose of some of these locomotives. 

 
A volunteer is also needed to maintain the rolling stock by repairing couplings which break, making 
sure couplers meet the club standards, and making good whatever else happens in the course of 
running.  Please contact Warwick Brisbane, the Mechanical Engineer. 
 

Knowledge Sharing 
 
Our first two knowledge sharing sessions were presented by Richard Stephens, and were very 
successful.  He presented an early 1950’s film showing how railway operations are managed in the 
UK, and as you can imagine, there were plenty of small trains to be organized with subsequent engine 
balancing movements.  Needless to say, there were no computers involved, and the most modern 
piece of what we would now call IT was a conference call on the telephone! 
 
I presented an introduction to NSWGR carriages in April as a prelude to the NSW theme night later in 
the month. 
 
The next sessions will be: 
 
15th May – David Ward will speak on the development of railway rules and regulations (where our bell 
codes came from etc.).  Note that this will be on the TUESDAY. 
 
15th June – Ian Cole will talk on patternmaking and how it would relate to building techniques.  
Patternmaking is also of course vital in the construction of locomotives and rolling stock (cylinders, 
bogies, engine blocks for instance). 
 
20th July – Richard Stephens will present Rail Safety – Brakes.  This will cover an overview of the 
various train braking systems – automatic/non-automatic, air/vacuum, pneumatic/electronic, 
tread/disc/rail etc. 

Please come along and support the presenters for what are very informative sessions. 
 

Fees 
 
Subscription notices were sent out recently (or are included with this Callboard).  Please assist us by 
renewing your subscription promptly. 
 
Just a reminder that all attendees on running nights pay a contribution of $2.00 towards the club’s 
finances.  This includes supper (tea, coffee, biscuits and soft drink). 
 
Supper on work nights is $0.50 (tea, coffee and biscuits), or $1.00 for a soft drink and biscuits. 
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Bill Wilson 
 
Bill Wilson, a former member of the club, passed away recently.  Bill was a member from 1979 to 
1984, and again between 1996 and 1999.  He assisted with the construction of the Auburn layout, and 
dropped in from time to time when he was visiting Melbourne from his home in Queensland. 
 
Our condolences are extended to Bill’s family. 
 
 
 
David Patrick  
Secretary 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
NR18 and DL39 work a double consist Indian Pacific through Tarana in mid-western NSW on 
11 April 2012. 
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ALLANDALE TO GLEN EVANS MODEL RAILWAY INDUSTRIES 

AND FREIGHT FACILITIES STRATEGY 

 
  

There is a desire for a more realistic freight operation on the Allandale to Glen Evans model 
railway. 
 
Currently, under Timetable 3, express freight trains are run from Allandale to Glen Evans, 
where the locomotive and van is run around the train, and then the train heads back to 
Allandale.  For local freight trains, there is little time allowed for shunting and little guidance 
provided as to what needs to be shunted to where. 
 
However, under Timetable 4 (which is mostly developed) and Timetable 5 (which is starting 
development), freight will be operated in a more realistic manner.  For instance, unit grain 
trains will be run from the Grain Elevator Board siding at Bryansford (an inland grain silo) to 
the Grain Elevator Board sidings at Allandale (the port).  Another example is that oil tank 
wagons will be run as part of local freight trains from the oil refinery at St Aubyns to various 
sidings including the oil siding at Brisbane Yard and the oil siding for the coal mine at Capon 
Coal. 
 
In order to achieve this more realistic freight operation, the industries (e.g. oil refineries) and 
freight facilities (e.g. goods sheds) provided at each siding need to be defined.  Then the 
name and/or mnemonic for each siding needs to be identified on the model railway – 
preferably by labeling the control panel.  That way, when the timetable or a waybill instructs 
to shunt a wagon to “Goods Shed” or “GSHD”, everyone is clear as to exactly where this is! 
 
The definition of the industries and freight facilities will need to be common to all timetables.  
It would be awkward to have a different set of labels on the control panel for each timetable!  
But also, as we move towards upgrading the scenery on the model railway, it would be 
challenging (to say the least) to develop the scenery for a siding that was an oil refinery in 
one timetable and a cattle yard in another! 
 
The following approach has been taken to identify the industries and freight facilities for each 
siding. 
 
Given that the signaling is to Victorian practice and there is no overhead traction wiring, the 
location has been chosen to be country Victoria.  The earlier the era, the more interesting 
railway operations were (e.g. wagon load traffic that required the train to shunt at several 
sidings vs. unit trains).  However, most of the club locomotives are diesel.  In order to find the 
best balance between these two requirements, the era has been chosen to be mid-1960s.   
Note that this selection of location and era is not intended to discourage themed running 
nights – e.g. British nights or 1940s nights.  But the model railway needs a “home” location 
and era.  Otherwise we will wind up with a Wild West saloon bar beside a Victorian goods 
shed set amongst the rolling hills of the Cotswold’s with, in the background, a poster for Wm. 
Angliss’ Imperial Tins beside a billboard for an iPad! 
 
The Australian Railway Historical Society has provided a report detailing, for each of the top 
twelve goods traffics (wheat, briquettes, etc.) and the top three livestock traffics (sheep, 
cattle and pigs), in country Victoria in the mid-1960s: 

 Where the traffics originated from 

 What facilities were provided at the loading point 

 What types of wagon were used for the traffic 

 Where the destination for these traffics were 

 What facilities were provided at the unloading point 

 What were the related traffics 
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Using this report, a backstory for the Allandale to Glen Evans model railway has been built 
up and industries and freight facilities allocated to sidings so as to reflect country Victoria in 
the mid-1960s. 
 
ALLANDALE TO GLEN EVANS RAILWAY BACKSTORY 
In overview, the Allandale to Glen Evans railway is a cross-country line between the major 
regional centre and port of Allandale and the inland regional centre of Glen Evans. 
 
Allandale has an (un-modeled) connection to Melbourne.  Glen Evans also has an (un-
modeled) connection to Melbourne and (un-modeled, except for the Bryansford branch) 
railway lines radiating out into the surrounding areas. [Akin to the Geelong to Ballarat line]. 
 
Part way along the Allandale to Glen Evans railway, between Walgate and Billegulla, the 
railway crosses over the Great Dividing Range. 
 
A branch line runs from Walgate along the southern edge of the Great Dividing Range to 
Altham. 
 
Another branch line runs from Billegulla through the western slopes of the Great Dividing 
Range and then out onto the plains to Bryansford. 
 
Allandale 
Allandale is a major regional centre and port [akin to Geelong].  The major traffic through the 
port is export grain [akin to North Geelong] with some export meat, paper, timber and wool, 
and some imported black coal.  
 
Allandale was the original terminus of the Allandale and Melbourne Railway Company line 
that opened in 1857.  Brisbane Yard, the adjacent locomotive depot and railway workshops, 
opened at the same time.  The line from Allandale to Glen Evans was built by the Victorian 
Railways in stages from 1858 to 1862. 
 
St Aubyns 

St Aubyns is the industrial area of the City of Allandale [akin to North Shore to Corio].  The 
major industries are the superphosphate factory [akin to North Shore], the gas works [akin to 
North Geelong] and the oil refinery [akin to Corio].  
 
Robinvale 
Robinvale is a village in the middle of the fertile plains between Allandale and the Great 
Dividing Range, the principal crops being oats and barley.  A cement works [akin to 
Fyansford and Waurn Ponds] is located at the nearby limestone outcrop. 
 
Walgate 
Walgate is located at the base of the Great Dividing Range.  The Australian Paper 
Manufacturers mill [akin to Maryvale and Fairfield] is the principal employer in the town. 
 
Walgate was the temporary terminus of the line from Allandale between 1860 and 1862.  A 
branch line runs east from Walgate along the southern edge of the Great Dividing Range to 
Altham.  The construction of this branch line was authorised by the Railway Construction Act 
1884 (the “Octopus Act”) and it opened in 1888. 
 
Altham Branch - Martins Ice Works 
A siding is provided for Martins Ice Works.  T vans are iced here for the export meat traffic 
between the Victorian Inland Meat Authority abattoir at Billegulla and the port at Allandale.  
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Altham Branch – Boorayugga Cattle yard 

A siding is provided at Boorayugga for the local cattle yard.  The principal traffic is cattle and 
pigs to the sale yards in Melbourne and Billegulla. 
 
Altham Branch – Capon Coal 

Sidings are provided at Capon for the brown coal mine and associated briquette factory [akin 
to Yallourn and Morwell].  
 
Altham Branch – Gallstone Quarry 

A siding is provided at Gallstone for the sand quarry. 
 
Altham Branch – Altham 
The town of Altham is the only major settlement on the Altham branch.  The principal 
employer in the town is a breakfast food manufacturer [akin to Sanitarium at Warburton].  
Pulpwood comes down from the Australian Paper Manufacturers plantation in the 
surrounding hills to be railed to the paper mill at Walgate.  Also, Altham is currently the 
railhead for the nearby dam construction works [akin to Cudgewa during the Snowy 
Mountains Scheme] which requires significant cement, steel, fuel and earthmoving 
equipment traffic. 
 
Bank Box Loop 

The Allandale to Glen Evans railway crosses over the Great Dividing Range between 
Walgate and Billegulla.  Bank Box Loop is located at the summit of the grades and is used 
primarily for detaching the bank engine required for loaded grain trains from Billegulla.  
 
Billegulla 
Billegulla is the industrial area of the City of Glen Evans.  The major industries are the sheep, 
cattle and pig sale yard; the Victorian Inland Meat Authority abattoir [akin to Ballarat and 
Bendigo]; the associated tanneries, boiling down works and glue factories; the foundry [akin 
to Thompson’s at Castlemaine]; and the gas works. 
 
Bank engines are attached to loaded grain trains at Billegulla for the ascent of the grades to 
Bank Box Loop. 
 
To the north and west of Glen Evans are grain districts [akin to the Wimmera and Mallee 
districts].  Several railway lines radiate out from Glen Evans into these grain districts.  One of 
these railway lines branches off at Billegulla and runs west through the western slopes of the 
Great Dividing Range and then out onto the plains to Bryansford.  The Bryansford branch 
opened in 1914. 
 
Bryansford Branch – Lakeside 

In the western slopes of the Great Dividing Range is Lakeside, a scenic area [akin to 
Lakeside on the Puffing Billy Railway] and a regular destination for excursion trains. 
 
Bryansford Branch – Rockville Timber 

In the western slopes of the Great Dividing Range is Rockville.  A siding is provided at 
Rockville for the local timber mill.  The principal traffic is milled timber for Melbourne and for 
export, and pulpwood for the paper mill at Walgate. 
 
Bryansford Branch – Elder Downs 

A rail motor stopping place is provided for the hamlet of Elder Downs. 
 
Bryansford Branch – Bryansford 
The town of Bryansford is located in the grain district to the west of Glen Evans [akin to the 
Wimmera district].  The principal produce is wheat and sheep (both meat and wool), but also 
some oats and barley.  
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Glen Evans 
Glen Evans is an inland regional centre [akin to Ballarat].  To the north and west of Glen 
Evans are grain districts [akin to the Wimmera and Mallee districts].  As a result, Glen Evans 
is provided with a large grain storage facility [akin to Dunolly and Murtoa/Marmalake].  
The railway reached Glen Evans from Allandale in 1862.  Several railway lines radiate out 
from Glen Evans into the surrounding areas.  A direct railway connection to Melbourne 
opened in 1889.  The impressive bluestone goods shed dates from 1863. 
 
By Richard Stephens 
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Ed’s Bits 

 
 

 

 

 

If you have an article, picture, or item of 
interest for the Call Board please email it to 
me at andrewjmanser@bigpond.com or pass 
it onto the secretary. 

For all the latest happenings and up to date 
information please refer to our Web site. 

www.mmrs.org.au 

 
 
 
 

 
 

mailto:andrewjmanser@bigpond.com
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The Silver Star was once the Dining Car of a famous train, The Central Pershing Zephyr, 
which made its first journey between Kansas City and St Louis in April 1939. A fleet of iconic 
stainless steel streamliners, Zephyrs offered ‘The last word’ in passenger service and ruled 
the railroads of America in the 1930 and 40s. 
The carriage came to the Pilbara in the 1970s when ANAX Iron Ore Corporation gave it to 
MT Newman Mining Company, in celebration of its first 100 million tonnes of iron ore to travel 
by rail from Newman to Port Hedland. 
Renamed the ‘Sundowner’ the carriage was part of a service making weekly passenger trips 
between the two towns. Its inaugural journey took place in May 1975. Those journeys 
continued until the Newman-Port Hedland Road opened in 1989 there after the carriage was 
used for special occasions and one-off trips, and it now functions as a café. 
The Silver Star project is a partnership between BHP Billiton Iron Ore and FORM with 
support from Town of Port Hedland, Boom Logistics and Laing O’Rourke. The upgrade of the 
surrounding gardens around Glass Lane has been made possible by royalties for the region. 
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MELBOURNE MODEL RAILWAY SOCIETY 
 

PROGRAMME MAY / JUNE / JULY 2012 
 
 

Tuesday  Friday  
      
May 2012  May 2012  

1 Timetable running
 

 4 Timetable running WB 

8 
Work night 

Committee meeting
 

 11 Timetable 4 running HR 

15 
Timetable running.     

Knowledge sharing -       
Rules & Regulations 

 18 Timetable 4 running BS 

22 Work night  25 
Timetable running  Theme 

– Australia in the 40’s 
MH 

29 Timetable running
 

    

 
 
June 2012  June 2012  

   1 Timetable 4 running DP 

5 Work night  8 Timetable 4 running
 

MJ 

12 
Work night 

Committee meeting
 

 15 
Timetable running.     

Knowledge sharing – 
Patternmaking 

WB 

19 Timetable running
 

 22 
Timetable running  Theme 

- British 
HR 

26 Work night  29 Work night  

 
 
July 2012  July 2012  

3 Timetable running  6 Timetable 4 running
 

BS 

10 
Work night 

Committee meeting
 

 13  Timetable running MH 

17 
Timetable running  

Theme - British 
 20 

Timetable running.     
Knowledge sharing – Rail 

Safety - Brakes 
DP 

24 Work night  27 
Timetable 4 running  

Theme Branch line trains 
MJ 

31      

 
 
 


